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What General Safety Duties (GSDs) are there? 

The National Law sets out the General Safety Duties (GSDs) required of owners, 

masters, crew and passengers to ensure the safety of vessels, marine safety 

equipment and operations. 

The National Law also sets out the duties relating to design, construction, manufacture, 

repairs and modifications required of vessel designers, builders and suppliers. 

The GSDs are not significantly different to the similar obligations that apply to 

commercial vessel operators under Occupational Health and Safety Laws. 

There are penalties for failing to meet GSDs, and for doing something that results in 

the loss, destruction or serious damage to a commercial vessel. 

Why do we need GSDs? 

The GSDs are designed to encourage the development, maintenance and continuous 

improvement of a safety culture by every party involved in the operation of a domestic 

commercial vessel. The GSDs require that anyone involved in the operation of a 

domestic commercial vessel, including the passengers, must do everything reasonably 

practicable to contribute to the safe operation of the vessel. 

The penalties are designed to discourage all people in the chain of responsibility of 

commercial vessel operation from acts that result in death, serious injury or damage in 

such operations. 

What is the GSD on owners? 

Owners must carry out proper maintenance procedures and they must develop and 

implement a safety management system that is appropriate to the size and nature of 

the vessel operations. This includes ensuring that all crew and people on board the 

vessel are provided with information, instruction or training on their safety obligations. 

What is the GSD on masters? 

Masters of vessels must make sure that they implement the safety management 

system and that the vessel itself, its operations and its equipment all meet the safety 

requirements. Masters also have a specific obligation to take reasonable care of all 

persons on their vessel and not unreasonably place people at risk. 
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What is the GSD on crew? 

Crew must take reasonable care of their own safety and the safety of others as well 

as comply with lawful directions of the Master. They must not unreasonably place 

persons at risk in carrying out their duties nor misuse or interfere with the vessel’s 

safety. 

What is the GSD on passengers? 

All passengers must take reasonable care for their own safety, follow crew instructions 

and must ensure that they do not interfere with any equipment or prevent the master 

or crew from implementing safety requirements on board the vessel.  A passenger 

on board a domestic commercial vessel must not place at risk the safety of another 

person, or  the safety of a domestic commercial vessel. 

What is the GSD on vessel designers, builders, and suppliers Designers, builders and 

suppliers must ensure that work carried out for maintenance and construction complies 

with the safety requirements and that any equipment supplied is appropriate and safe 

for the design and purpose of the vessel. 

What is the GSD on other persons? 

There is also a GSD covering other people who may not be on the vessel but whose 

actions may cause the loss, destruction or serious damage to a commercial vessel, 

endangers the safety of a domestic commercial vessel or places at risk the safety of 

persons on board. 
 

Contacts  
 

For certificates of survey, operation and competency and other commercial vessel 

certification services, continue to contact your local marine safety agency. Your local 

agency can also assist with more information on the National System. 

Alternatively contact AMSA: 

Alternatively contact AMSA: 

Online:  www.nationalsystem.amsa.gov.au 

Email: nationalmaritimereform@amsa.gov.au 

Infoline:  1300 517 246 
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